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RAILS:

Continued from page Bl
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Jamie’s first rail line popped
up in 2000 in his backyard in
Arroyo Grande. Visiting from
Kansas, Bill surveyed the yard
and told Jamie it would be a
good site for a layout.

“ think the phrase was, “This
just screams railroad,” Jamie
said. “Three days later when I

came home from work, I looked

down and track was being laid.”

When the Fosters moved to
Nipomo around 2005, the PB&J
moved, too, and was joined by &
7.5-inch railroad with engines
and cars big enough to ride on.

In 2007, the Fosters moved to
rural Arroyo Grande. Although
the 7.5-inch layout remained in
Nipomo, the PB&J was relocat-
ed to what they now call the
Oak Way Division.

a4qq
- So what prompts two adults
to spend so much time, effort
and money building — and re-
building— a miniature rail-
road? Bill admits he’s a “rail-
road addict,” and Jamie calls
himself an “addiction enabler.”

“Pvehad railroads allmy .
life,” explained Bill, who is 82.
“We’ve always had a layout, in
the basement or wherever.
When I retired 16 years ago, I
no longer had a place to build
one but outside.”

So, the former Presbyterian
minister turned to G-scale —
the “G” stands for “, "
and began laying track behind
his Kansas home.

For Bill, the allure of model
railroading is the challenge of
building the layout — especially
on rough terrain.

“That’s the fun part,. when
you stand there and scratch
your head — ‘How am I going to

.

Phil Kleln photo
A G-scale rallroad traln follows the tracks that wind through Jarie
Foster’s Arroyo Grande backyard

* do this?"” he said.

Jamie expects the PB&J Oak
Way Division to be completed
in “a couple of years,” but he

‘said it will never be finished.

“A railroad layout is never
done,” he said. “If you do get it

done, you rip something out
and redo it.”

~ *As Bill explained, “Once it’s

done, you can run the trains.
But the process of putting it to-
gether is the thing. It's the jour-
ney, not the destination.”
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