
Railroad Hand Signals 
Lantern, Flag, or Empty Handed 
 

 

GO! 
Raise straight up and 
down. 

GO BACK! 
Swing up and down in a 
circle at half an arm’s 
length across the track, 
when the train is moving. 

SLOW DOWN! 
Hold at arm’s length 
when the train is 
moving. 

TRAIN HAS 
PARTED! 
This tells the trainmen 
that cars have come 
loose. Swing up and 
down in a circle at full 
arm’s length when the 
train is running. 

DO NOT GO! APPLY 
BRAKES! 
 
Swing straight above 
your head when the train 
is standing. 

GO! RELEASE BRAKES! 
 
Hold at arm’s length above 
your head when the train is 
standing. 

STOP! 
Swing lantern 
across tracks. 
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